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EU INSTITUTIONS  

European Commission 

(14/09) The State of the Union 2016: Towards a Better Europe – A Europe that Protects, 
Empowers and Defends. European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker delivered his 
2016 State of the Union address, before the Members of the European Parliament in 
Strasbourg, taking stock of achievements of the past year and presenting his priorities for the 
year ahead. He outlined how the Commission will address the most pressing challenges the 
European Union is facing. Among other things, President Junker touched upon migration, 
saying the Commission is “launching an ambitious Investment Plan for Africa and the 
Neighbourhood which has the potential to raise €44 billion in investments”. This Plan “can go 
up to €88 billion if Member States pitch in” and is intended to “offer lifelines for those who 
would otherwise be pushed to take dangerous journeys in search of a better life". On security, 
President Junker said he want the recently approved European Border and Coast Guard to 
start operating as of October. More info available here. Original speech available here. Info on 
the external investments plan here and here. Info on external border control here.   
 
(10/09) EU announces new €115 million emergency support to improve conditions for 
refugees in Greece. The European Commission has stepped up its funding to improve living 
conditions for refugees, migrants and asylum seekers in Greece, with €115 million in new 
funding for humanitarian organisations operating in the country. It brings total funding under 
the Emergency Support Instrument to €198 million. he additional funding is already in the 
process of being contracted. As agreed between Commissioner Stylianides and Minister 
Mouzalas, it will focus on four priorities: A) Improvement of existing shelters and 
construction of new ones in the camp facilities ahead of the upcoming winter. At the same 
time improvement of sanitation conditions and provision of other infrastructure such as 
heating. B) Delivery of direct assistance to refugees through cash/voucher schemes. This will 
help refugees to cover the basic needs of their families, such as food, in a dignified manner 
and at the same time support the local economy. C) Enable refugee children to access 
education D) Help unaccompanied minors who are especially vulnerable and need special 
care and protection. The new emergency support comes on top of the €83 million the 
European Commission has already provided earlier this year to international organisations 
and NGOs to address the most pressing humanitarian needs in Greece, including shelter, 
primary health care, psycho-social support, improved hygiene conditions as well as informal 
education and safe spaces for children and women. Q&A available here.  
 
(8/09) EU announces more projects under the Facility for Refugees in Turkey: €348 
million in humanitarian aid to refugees in Turkey. The European Union has signed its 
largest ever humanitarian programme using direct cash-transfers to cover the everyday needs 
of the most vulnerable refugee families in Turkey. The Emergency Social Safety Net (ESSN), 
financed with €348 million by the EU and its Member States under the Facility for Refugees in 
Turkey, is the first social assistance scheme of its kind, marrying international humanitarian 
know-how and government services to reach out to one million refugees across Turkey. 
Through it, the European Commission continues to respect its commitments under the EU-
Turkey Statement. As of October 2016, monthly cash-transfers to electronic cards will be 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-3042_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-16-3043_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-16-3031_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-16-3006_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-3003_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-2986_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-2986_en.htm?locale=en
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-provides-83-million-improve-conditions-refugees-greece_en
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-provides-83-million-improve-conditions-refugees-greece_en
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-provides-83-million-improve-conditions-refugees-greece_en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-16-2995_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-2971_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-2971_en.htm


 

given to refugees in need across Turkey. The cash card is an efficient way to support families 
to purchase what they most need, providing them the dignity of choice. Refugees will be 
enabled to feed and house their families and to send their children to school. As the money 
will be spent in local markets, the new system will also boost the local economy. The much 
needed humanitarian aid will reach one million refugees countrywide by the first quarter of 
2017. The programme will be rolled out by the World Food programme in partnership with 
the Turkish Prime Ministry Disaster and Emergency Management Authority, the Turkish Red 
Crescent and the Turkish Ministry of Family and Social Policy. Q&A available here.  
 
(24/08) Towards better social statistics for a social Europe. The European Commission 
adopted a proposal for a Regulation on new, integrated ways to collect and use data from 
social surveys so as to better support policy making in general and social policy in particular. 
The proposed framework Regulation will allow data to be published faster, as it reduces the 
transmission deadlines in a number of areas. It will also increase the comparability and 
coherence of EU social statistics, by bringing together seven existing household surveys that 
are currently carried out in the EU and harmonising variables that are common to two or 
more surveys. This will, in addition, facilitate joint analysis of social phenomena, based on 
new survey methods. Finally, we will a richer and broader data set at our disposal, thanks to 
the use of innovative approaches and methods by national statistical authorities and the 
combination of data from several sources. This initiative is part of a major programme for the 
modernisation of social statistics undertaken in close cooperation with the Member States. It 
addresses the increased challenges in this area of statistics, which include rapid innovation in 
methodologies and uses of IT, the availability of new data sources, emerging needs and 
expectations of data users as well as continued pressure on available resources. It will also 
support the planned European Pillar of Social Rights which requires a solid evidence base in 
subjects such as inequalities, skills, access to employment for all and social protection 
expenditures - all of which should be better described with sound and timely statistics. Q&A 
available here.  

European Parliament 

(8/09) Making a difference: young people reveal their 50 ideas for a better Europe. For 
the best ideas for Europe's future, why not ask the next generation? In May 7,000 young 
Europeans gathered in Strasbourg for the second European Youth Event (EYE) during which 
they discussed how to best tackle the many challenges facing Europe. Fifty of the best ideas 
have been collected in a report, which was presented to Parliament on 6 September. Some of 
the ideas will be forwarded to parliamentary committees, which starting 11 October will 
discuss them with the young people involved. On migration, the report puts forward 
suggestions on acknowledging the specificities of individual migrants when choosing the 
country of destination, on encouraging volunteer youth schemes to provide a 
powerful framework for integrating refugees into their new societies and on supporting 
intercultural and interfaith dialogue. The whole report is available here.   

European Council 

(14/09) European Border and Coast Guard: final approval. The Council gave its final 
approval to the European Border and Coast Guard. The adoption of the regulation, which the 
Council approved by written procedure, paves the way for the Border and Coast Guard to 
begin its activities in mid-October. The main role of the European Border and Coast Guard is 
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to help provide integrated border management at the external borders. It will ensure the 
effective management of migration flows and provide a high level of security for the EU. At the 
same time it will help safeguard free movement within the EU and respect fully fundamental 
rights. It will consist of a European Border and Coast guard agency (the current Frontex 
agency with expanded tasks) and those national authorities responsible for border 
management. The main focus of its activities will be the establishment of an operational 
strategy for border management and the coordination of assistance from all member states.  
The European Border and Coast Guard will start its activities once the regulation enters into 
force on 6 October 2016 (20 days after its publication in the Official Journal). Among other 
things, the Guard will be tasked with drafting vulnerability assessment of member states' 
border control capacity; providing technical and operational assistance in support of search 
and rescue operations for persons in distress at sea during border surveillance operations; 
coordinating and conducting return operations and interventions; promoting operational 
cooperation between member states and third countries on border management. The 
European Border and Coast Guard will start its activities once the regulation enters into force 
on 6 October 2016.  
 
(12/09) EU budget for 2017: Council sets out its position. The Council adopted its position 
on the draft EU budget for 2017. The Council's main objective is to ensure that the limited  
financial resources available are directed towards the EU's top priorities. These are measures 
to address the migration crisis and its root causes, and actions to boost Europe's economy and 
create jobs. Overall the Council's aim is to secure a sustainable and effective budget at a time 
of continuing budgetary constraint. The Council accepted all the figures put forward by the 
Commission for tackling the migration crisis. Heading 3 (security and citizenship) therefore 
benefits from an increase of 4.9% in commitments and 24.4% in payments compared to 2016. 
The Council also approved the figures proposed by the Commission within heading 4 (global 
Europe) for migration-related measures, such as the fight against the root causes of migration. 
The Council also agreed to the figures for humanitarian aid. At this stage, if the European 
Parliament adopts amendments to the Council's position by 27 October, a three-week 
conciliation period will start on 28 October 2016. The aim of this conciliation process is to 
reach a joint position of both institutions on the budget. This should happen by 17 November 
2016 at the latest.All the figures available here. 

Others  

(6/09) Eurojust in 2015: coping with a sharp increase in cases. During a hearing of the 
LIBE Committee of the European Parliament, Eurojust President Michèle Coninsx presented 
the work and ongoing activities of Eurojust in the area of judicial cooperation in criminal 
matters. The President stressed the importance of a strong, cooperative and consistent EU 
judicial response when facing the unprecedented security threat to European citizens from 
terrorism and cybercrime, and the human tragedies caused by illegal immigrant smuggling. 
Eurojust’s caseload increases each year - by an average of 20 per cent - with Eurojust’s 
assistance requested by the Member States in 2 214 cases in 2015. This steady upward trend 
applies also to the use of Eurojust’s judicial coordination tools, confirming that Eurojust’s 
support to national authorities in the investigation and prosecution of serious cross-border 
crime is needed and of added value. Ms Coninsx said: ‘Eurojust is a demand-driven 
organisation. The steady increase in the number of cases, 2 214 in 2015, particularly cases 
dealing with terrorism, illegal immigrant smuggling and cybercrime, means that Eurojust’s 
services are needed, recognised, and valued by the Member States. Doing more with less is 
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extremely difficult. Eurojust is an integral, concrete and vital part of the security chain of key 
players. We cannot afford budgetary cuts in times of serious threat.’ 
 
(2/09) FRA - One year on, refugee children still need greater protection. The washed-up 
image of the drowned Syrian boy Alan Kurdi on 2 September last year provoked international 
outcry. It helped focus attention on the refugee situation. One year on, still more needs to be 
done to better protect refugee children, says FRA. Each month FRA has published reports 
looking at the fundamental rights situation of people arriving in seven Member States, 
particularly affected by large migration movements. One particular area of concern has been 
child protection where FRA has identified a number of challenges which need addressing. 
These are found in areas such as identification of children at risk, guardianship, reception 
facilities, child disappearances, family reunification and detention.  
 
(2/09) FRA - Refugee policies from reception to integration in the local context. FRA 
took part in a Policy Lab event, organised by the Civic School of Political Studies in Greece 
from 1 to 2 September. The event took stock of the actions and recent coordination activities 
that have established on the ground. The role of the different actors, the reception process, 
integration and education of migrants were all discussed during the event. The ‘Policy Lab’ 
was an opportunity to explore new ideas and innovative approaches with representatives of 
national and local authorities, civil society organisations, as well as international and 
European actors. 
 
(31/08) FRA - Effective border management based on fundamental rights. FRA, in 
cooperation with the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), has designed and conceptualised tailored 
training on fundamental rights in the border context for Frontex staff. This training has been 
carried out since 2013 and will soon enter its second phase. This will consist of specialised 
training for effective border management based on fundamental rights. It is done in 
recognition that fundamental rights are an enabling factor for integrated border management. 
Tailor-made training sessions will be delivered to all Frontex staff, particularly its operational 
units. 
 
(19/08) FRA - Help for migrants with disabilities hampered by screening gaps. Refugees 
and migrants arriving in the EU may also have a disability which can pass unnoticed, 
preventing them from receiving the particular support they need and are entitled to under EU 
law. As there is little information on migrants with disabilities and victims of torture, the 
latest FRA summary report on migration-related fundamental rights throws the spotlight on 
these issues. The report looks at the challenges and good practices related to identifying 
migrants with disabilities, the reception conditions they face, as well as mental health issues 
which may be brought on or exacerbated by the ordeals they have endured during migration. 
Access the focus section on disability and the monthly data collection highlights. 

COUNCIL OF EUROPE 

(11/09) Independent experts: positive evaluation of Council of Europe/European 
Commission programmes for Roma. Although their new report found room for 
improvement, evaluator company Blomeyer and Sanz and experts selected from Creda 
Consulting found that two major Council of Europe programmes – ROMED 1 and ROMED 2 – 
have helped to successfully enhance Roma participation and integration in seven focus 
countries. The expert evaluation – carried out between February and June this year – covered 
Bulgaria, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Hungary, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia 
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and Ukraine. According to the report, the main impact of ROMED 1 was to increase the 
functional capacities of Roma mediators, who have reduced communication gaps between 
Roma communities and public institutions, such as schools, health facilities, and local and 
regional administrations. Evidence from 15 case studies in ROMED 2 municipalities indicates 
that that programme is considered relevant for strengthening Roma community 
empowerment, according to the report. The report stressed that community action groups, 
created by ROMED 2, have increased participatory skills and self-esteem of their members, 
who have been able to influence local policies. The evaluators surmised that ROMED 2 is 
valued by local authorities, as it has enabled them to learn directly from Roma communities 
about their needs and priorities. Full press release available here. 
 
(1/09) New Special Representative of the Secretary General for Roma Issues. Valeriu 
Nicolae, a Romanian Roma, has taken up the post of Special Representative of the Secretary 
General (SRSG) of the Council of Europe for Roma Issues. "It is a great honour and 
responsibility for me to join the team of the Secretary General," said Nicolae. "I very much 
look forward to working for the Council of Europe and in particular with the SRSG Roma 
Support Team and continue advancing the human rights agenda in the Council of Europe 
member states. Since 1999, I have been closely following the development of the legal 
framework and the practical work carried out by the Council of Europe, seeking for solutions 
for the social inclusion of Roma and vulnerable groups at the grassroots level. I strongly 
believe in working together with member states and in building strategic alliances will all 
Council of Europe partners to achieve inclusive and open societies that respect human rights 
for all." 

CIVIL SOCIETY 

(14/09) Missing Children Europe - Lost in migration: Working together in protecting 
children from disappearance (workshop call for proposals). One of the many challenges 
faced in the protection of children in migration is a lack of coordination. A study published by 
Missing Children Europe in March 2016 entitled “Best practices and key challenges on 
interagency cooperation to safeguard unaccompanied children from going missing” 
highlighted in particular that cooperation and coordination – at both national and 
transnational level – hampers the prevention, response and aftercare for missing 
unaccompanied children. Children indeed fall through the gaps in the safety net and go 
missing, as no clear procedures are available regarding the different responsibilities of and 
communication between actors involved. Additional challenges occur as children move across 
EU member states, with a lack of efficient and swift transnational cooperation needed for 
their protection. The Maltese Presidency will coincide with a key momentum in the revision of 
key European instruments dictating the protection of children in migration, as well as with 
International Missing Children’s Day, commemorated around the world on 25 May. Missing 
Children Europe will therefore join hands with President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of 
Society to bring together key stakeholders concerned with the issue in a conference, to take 
stock of the situation and develop forward looking proposals for the protection of children in 
migration. It will address the need for a comprehensive child protection approach to 
effectively prevent and respond to disappearance. More info here.  
 
(9/09) Calais: More walls being built in Europe? Over the past few weeks, discussions have 
taken place between French and UK politicians over the situation of the makeshift camp in 
Calais. With over 10,000 people living in squalid conditions that continue to deteriorate in an 
attempt to reach the UK, politicians on both sides have been trying to dismantle the camp. 
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This week, it was announced that a four-metre high wall would be built, as part of a package 
of joint Anglo-French security measures, to stop refugees and migrants crossing the channel 
irregularly. A meeting on 30 August between the UK Home Secretary, her French counterpart 
resulted in a statement that announced the establishment of closer co-operation to solve the 
crisis in Calais. According to the statement, both countries agree to provide humanitarian 
assistance, to crack down on organised crime gangs, return irregular migrants who are not in 
need of international protection and invest in the security of the port. The joint statement also 
reiterates the UK’s willingness to  receive unaccompanied children, but the UK’s promise so 
far has led to very little action. As a result of a 30% recent increase in arrivals to the camp and 
a sharp fall in donations, more than half of the 10,000 refugees and migrants in the camp now 
live without housing. Around 800 children live in the camp, most of which are 
unaccompanied. Many of these children have family ties in the UK, however the UK has not 
relocated a single unaccompanied child since the passing of the Dubs amendment in May. Full 
article here.  
 
(2/09) Successful completion of pre-registration of asylum seekers in Greece – more 
needed to meet long term concerns. The pre-registration of asylum seekers on mainland 
Greece was declared completed on 1 August  in a joint press release by  the Greek Asylum 
Service, UNHCR and the European Asylum Support Office (EASO). The large-scale operation 
launched on June 8, 2016, resulted in the issuing of asylum seeker cards to thousands of 
people, allowing them to reside legally in Greece and have the right to access health and 
education services. Pre-registration was accessible to persons of all nationalities arriving in 
Greece before March 20. Those who have not been able to pre-register and want to apply for 
asylum can schedule a registration appointment through Skype.  The Greek Asyum Service, 
UNHCR and EASO, clarify that those who pre-registered will receive a text message including 
the date and location of their appointment at the Asylum Service. Due to the high numbers of 
people pre-registered, the waiting time for the first appointment at the Asylum Office might 
take a few months. In case the first appointment is missed, asylum seekers will have to book a 
new appointment through skype. In their report  on Greece, the AIRE Centre and ECRE have 
drawn attention to the fact that, while pre-registration has proven to be an efficient exercise, 
additional administrative layers to an already complex asylum procedure could risk creating 
more confusion among refugees. Additionally, the absence of a deadline between pre-
registration and the formal registration with the Asylum Service is problematic and could 
violate the obligation to register asylum applications within a maximum of 10 working days, 
according to Article 6 of the Recast Asylum Procedures Directive as well as Article 18 of 
the EU Charter. Further, despite ongoing steps to increase the Asylum Service’s staffing, there 
is still a considerable investment in human resources needed. Hence, large scale pre-
registration without a parallel expansion of the Asylum Service will not effectively solve the 
situation in the long term. Full article here.  
 
(2/09) ECRE - Number of deaths in the Mediterranean reaches all-times high. 2016 is 
well on course to be yet another ‘deadliest year’, as arrivals to Europe slow down and deaths 
increase disproportionately. So far this year, 3,167 people have lost their lives  attempting to 
reach Europe, while in 2015 a total of 3,771 people died at sea. The latest data released 
by IOM Missing Migrants Project at the end of August recorded a 67% increase in deaths in 
the Mediterranean during the first six months of 2016 compared with the same period of 
2015. The Mediterranean continues to be the deadliest migration route worldwide, with 78% 
of total deaths and disappearances taking place in it. According to IRIN News, smugglers on 
the Libyan coast have now dropped the prices for the boat journey, cram many more people 
on the same boat, and are putting out as many as 10 boats at sea at the same time. 
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This complicatessearch and rescue (SAR) operations, and contributes to the higher death toll. 
On August 17, a SAR vessel operated by Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) off the coast of 
Libya was attacked by armed unidentified men, who shot at the boat and boarded it. The 
attack did not have any consequences, but it is the first of its kind and represents a worrying 
development. On Monday 29 August, around 6,500 people were rescued off the Libyan coast 
and brought to Italy in a single day in over 40 SAR operations. On the other hand, Egypt has 
reported a spike in the number of people leaving for Italy through its territory, stressing that 
this is a consequence of the EU-Turkey deal. Full article here.  

PUBLICATIONS 

European Commission – State of the Union 2016 

European Commission – EU External Investment Plan (factsheet EN-FR-DE) 

Council of Europe – Time for Europe to get migrant integration right  

IOM - Children and unsafe migration in Europe: Data and policy, understanding the evidence 
base (policy briefing)  

AIDA (Asylum Information DataBase) - Admissibility, responsibility and safety in European 
asylum procedures 

Human Rights Watch - Why Are You Keeping Me Here?’: Unaccompanied Children Detained 
in Greece 

Social Platform – 2015 Annual Report  

Social Platform - Can the European Fund for Strategic Investment be used to support the 
social sector? (blog) 

Caritas Europa - Trafficking in human beings in conflict and post-conflict situations 

Eurochild – Performance Assessment of the Dutch Presidency from a Child Rights 
Perspective 

MPG - Lost in transition? The European standards behind refugee integration 
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