
INFO FLASH 31/05 
 

EU INSTITUTIONS  

Commission 

(30/05) The Urban Agenda for the EU: European cities get their say in EU policy 
making. The Commission has taken part in the informal Ministerial meeting where 28 
Ministers in charge of urban matters gathered along with representatives from other EU 
Institutions and representatives of European cities to work towards the Urban Agenda for the 
EU. The aim of today's meeting is to endorse the 'Pact of Amsterdam' which establishes the 
Urban Agenda for the EU and lays out its key principles. At the heart of the Urban Agenda for 
the EU will be the development of 12 partnerships on 12 identified urban challenges [see list 
here]. The partnerships will allow cities, Member States, EU Institutions and stakeholders, 
such as NGOs and business partners, to work together on an equal basis to find common ways 
to improve urban areas in the European Union. This is in line with the Commission's 
commitment to Better Regulation, action plans designed by the partnerships will focus on a 
more effective and coherent implementation of existing EU policies in cities in the fields of 
environment, transport and employment, for example. It will also focus on easing access to EU 
funding, promoting combinations of EU funds and enhancing the knowledge base regarding 
urban matters and the exchange of best practices. Four pilot partnerships have already 
started: on the inclusion of migrants, coordinated by the city of Amsterdam; on air quality, 
coordinated by the Netherlands; on housing, coordinated by Slovakia; and on urban poverty, 
coordinated by Belgium and France. The remaining partnerships will be launched between 
the end of 2016 and the summer of 2017.  
 
(26/05) Commission requests Hungary to put an end to the discrimination of Roma 
children in education. In the framework of the infringement procedures, the European 
Commission has recently sent letters of formal notice to Hungary, the Czech Republic and 
Slovakia, in relation to inclusion of Roma. In particular, the Commission is 
requesting Hungary to ensure that Roma children enjoy access to quality education on the 
same terms as all other children in line with the Racial Equality Directive (Council Directive 
2000/43/EC). This Directive prohibits discrimination on grounds of racial or ethnic origin in 
education. The Commission has a number of concerns in relation to both Hungarian 
legislation and administrative practices which lead to the result that Roma children are 
disproportionately over-represented in special schools for mentally disabled children and 
also subject to a considerable degree of segregated education in mainstream schools. The aim 
of the Commission's action is to ensure for Roma children an equal access to education which 
is a determining factor for employment opportunities and thus an indispensable component 
of working towards full Roma inclusion. If Hungary and the other Member states fail to reply 
in a satisfactory manner within two months, the Commission may send to their authorities a 
reasoned opinion. 
 
(26/05) High-Level Colloquium on Promoting Inclusion and Fundamental Values 
through Education – a Way to Prevent Violent Radicalisation. The European Commission 
has organised a high level colloquium on Promoting Inclusion and Fundamental Rights 
through Education- a way to prevent violent inclusion. This meeting was organised a year 
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after the publication of the Paris Declaration to look at how to promote and share good 
practice (info and videos of the sessions available here).  
 
(26/05) Directorate for Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection grows. DG ECHO will get 
three extra units, and a new directorate called ECHO.C Africa, Asia, Latin America, Caribbean 
and Pacific. Androulla Kaminara, currently adviser in DG DEVCO, will head the new 
directorate. Chiara Gariazzo, currently director in the Commission’s education department 
(EAC) switches to ECHO’s general affairs directorate, effective July 16 (Source: Politico 
Playbook). 

Parliament 

(30/05) Civil Liberties Committee backs new European Border and Coast Guard. Plans 
to set up an integrated EU border management system, with a flagship European Border and 
Coast Guard agency, bringing together Frontex and national border management authorities, 
were backed by the Civil Liberties Committee on Monday. They would enable extra border 
guard teams to be rapidly deployed to EU countries whose external borders are under 
pressure. National authorities would still manage their borders on a day-to-day basis, but 
could seek help from the new agency in a crisis. MEPs amended the original proposal to make 
the new agency more efficient in dealing with the challenges faced by the EU at its borders, 
with regard to both migration and internal security and with the aim of preserving free 
movement within the Schengen area, and increasing transparency and accountability to the 
European Parliament, while respecting the sovereignty of EU member states. (Editor’s note: 
the EESC has issued an opinion on the proposal) 
 
(30/05) MEPs back new EU travel document to ease return of irregular non-EU 
residents. The Commission's proposal for a standard EU travel document, to speed up the 
process of returning non-EU nationals who stay "irregularly" in EU member states without 
valid passports or identity cards, was endorsed by Civil Liberties Committee MEPs on 
Monday. Members highlighted that many EU countries are currently facing serious difficulties 
in returning these residents to their home countries in a safe and lawful way. The text, drafted 
by Jussi Halla-aho (ECR, FI) and approved by 39 votes in favour to 9 against, with 2 
abstentions, points out that the destination countries acceptance of the substitute documents 
used by member states today is low, for reasons that include inadequate security details and 
varying formats. The lack of valid travel documents issued by some third countries is also a 
major obstacle to a successful return process, say MEPs. The proposal would produce a 
common format for the European travel document. Its new technical details would also 
include personal information such as name, age, gender and distinguishing marks as well as a 
passport photograph, in order to combat counterfeiting and falsification. Finally, MEPs called 
on the EU and member states to promote the use of this harmonised document in the context 
of readmission agreements reached with third countries. The new Regulation has to be agreed 
with the Council under the ordinary legislative procedure before it can enter into force. 

 

Council 

(24/05) General Affairs Council debates on refugees and fundamental rights. The 
Council held its second annual rule of law dialogue with a focus on the challenges that the 
current migratory flows create for the safeguarding of the EU's fundamental values. With the 
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participation of the Director of the EU agency of fundamental rights, Michael O'Flaherty, 
ministers exchanged views on what member states can do to ensure that fundamental rights 
are respected when integrating refugees. They stressed the importance of respecting EU 
fundamental values when receiving refugees and recalled that these values have also to be 
respected by refugees. Ministers also shared the challenges and best practices in helping 
refugees to integrate quickly. "The rule of law is one of the fundamental values of the 
European Union and a cornerstone of European cooperation” said Dutch Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Bert Koenders on behalf of the Council. The Council also started preparations of the 
June European Council (meeting of all EU heads of state or government, editor’s note) by 
discussing an annotated draft agenda. At their meeting on 28 and 29 June 2016 EU leaders 
will, among other things, revert to the situation on migration.  
 
(24/05) GERMANY - Divert 10% of EU funds to deal with refugee crisis. Germany wants 
to divert 10% of the EU budget towards dealing with the refugee crisis, after a lack of joined-
up thinking exacerbated the challenges posed by irregular migration to Europe. The German 
development minister, Gerd Müller, said the EU’s current mechanisms for responding to the 
refugee crisis were not fit for purpose, and suggested appointing a special commissioner to 
lead a combined European refugee strategy, as well as other global humanitarian challenges. 
“We need to respond to this with new instruments and my proposal regarding the refugee 
crisis is that 10% of the EU budget be shifted in order to respond to this crisis,” said Müller, 
speaking on the sidelines of the world humanitarian summit in Istanbul. 

 

Others 

(30/05) Migration turmoil tests EU fundamental rights resolve, finds FRA’s 
Fundamental Rights Report 2016. Over one million people sought refuge in the EU in 2015, 
a fivefold increase from the year before. In its Fundamental Rights Report 2016, the EU 
Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) examines the scale and nature of the challenge and 
proposes measures to ensure fundamental rights are respected across the EU (online 
summary available here). 
 
 (30/05) Urban Agenda for the EU - 7 out of 10 city dwellers aged 20 to 64 are employed 
- Almost a quarter of all city dwellers at risk of poverty or social exclusion. Home to a 
large share of the population aged 20 to 64 in the European Union (EU), cities can be viewed 
as both the source of and solution to many of today’s economic, social and environmental 
challenges. Among EU city dwellers aged 20-64, 70% were in employment. The risk of poverty 
or social exclusion affected around 24% of all city dwellers (see full report here). 
 
(26/05) Socio-economic actors to play a key role in post-Cotonou. The Economic and 
Social Committee calls for new EU-ACP partnership that puts civil society in the driving seat. 
Despite some successes, issues such as extreme poverty, gender inequality and environmental 
degradation persist across the regions concerned. At the same time, new United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), adopted in September 2015, aim to mobilise all actors 
and be universally applicable. During its Plenary session today, the EESC put 
forward recommendations on how EU trade, aid and development mechanisms should be 
reshaped to be more effective in dealing with current and future challenges in relations with 
African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries. These recommendations will influence the 
new framework that will replace the current Cotonou Partnership Agreement (CPA), signed 
by 79 ACP countries and the EU and due to expire in February 2020. 
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(25/05) EESC views on refugees in Turkey: “irregular crossing will not stop”. As part of a 
wider programme of country visits to 11 EU countries and to Turkey, an EESC delegation 
undertook a three-day mission to Ankara and Izmir to meet authorities and civil society 
organisations active in the migration field from 9 to 11 March 2016. All country reports are 
now available here. In its Turkey mission report, the EESC presents 13 concrete 
recommendations to address the current situation. According to the report, no matter what is 
agreed between States, irregular crossing will not stop as long as the war in Syria continues. 
Protecting persons seeking protection in Turkey and elsewhere is a key concern that would 
benefit from a rights-based EU approach in concluding agreements with Turkey and any 
concerned country.   
 
(25/05) EESC: Impact of new employment relationships must be fully assessed. New 
forms of employment contracts and relationships– including zero hour contracts, mini-jobs 
and work via online intermediaries – have proliferated since the financial crisis. While 
innovation and creativity must be encouraged, new forms of employment relationships have 
also increased uncertainty for many workers and this has led to an increasingly unequal 
labour market. In this framework, the European Economic and Social Committee has 
published an explanatory opinion requested by the Dutch Presidency and the Slovak 
Government (who will take over the Presidency as of July 2016, Editor’s note). 
 
(24/05) Committee of the Regions - Urban Agenda: Pact of Amsterdam is a key step 
ahead but cities need better laws and stronger commitments by EU and national 
governments. A week ahead of the endorsement of the Pact of Amsterdamby EU ministers 
for urban affairs, Members of the EP and the CoR have raised concerns on its actual impact. In 
their view, to bring real benefits to EU urban community the Pact should mark the starting 
point of a real change of the way EU and national rules for cities are shaped and implemented, 
warn MEPs and local leaders. They said the Pact would fall short of its genuine ambition if it 
were just about a stronger cooperation among national governments. Only a real, shared and 
cross-cutting effort for better regulation of urban-relevant EU rules would help local 
administrators get the most out of existing opportunities and boost sustainable development 
in our cities. Indeed, from a joint assessment of the last version Pact, the rapporteurs agreed 
that the modified text emphasises the intergovernmental dimension of initiative. The change 
in the naming of the Agenda itself – no longer an EU Urban Agenda but instead an Urban 
Agenda for the EU – seems to go in this direction. 
 
(24/05) Rule of law and a rights-based approach to migrant integration. FRA's Director 
expressed his concern about attacks on the rule of law around the EU in his introduction to 
the annual Rule of Law debate at the EU’s General Affairs Council on 24 May in Brussels. He 
discussed the relationship between the rule of law and human rights, particularly in the 
context of migrant integration (read here). 

COUNCIL OF EUROPE 

(31/05) European countries have to prioritise migrant integration. “After being  
consumed by short-term imperatives, such as reception and the processing of asylum claims, 
European governments have to focus now on the long-term goal of promoting the successful 
integration of migrants” said Commissioner Muižnieks. “After being  consumed by short-term 
imperatives, such as reception and the processing of asylum claims, European governments 
have to focus now on the long-term goal of promoting the successful integration of migrants” 
said Commissioner Muižnieks. The paper provides guidance to governments and parliaments 
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to design and implement successful integration policies. In particular, it highlights the 
European standards which govern this field and sets forth a number of concrete 
recommendations to ease migrants’ integration, with a focus on family reunification, 
residence rights, language and integration courses, access to the labour market and quality 
education, effective protection from discrimination and political participation. 
 
(30/05) Secretary General’s Special Representative on migration and refugees visits 
Turkey. The Secretary General’s Special Representative on migration and refugees, 
Ambassador Tomáš Boček, is conducting a fact-finding mission to Turkey from 30 May to 4 
June 2016 to assess the situation of refugees and migrants and identify areas where the 
Council of Europe could be of concrete assistance to Turkey, particularly in respect of children 
and unaccompanied minors. Following the visit, the Special Representative will publish a 
report setting out his conclusions and recommendations. 
 
(26/05) Growing anti-immigrant sentiment and Islamophobia among key 2015 trends. 
The ongoing migration crisis and the terror attacks were the key factors that influenced public 
debate and policies in Europe in 2015, said the European Commission against Racism and 
Intolerance (ECRI) in its annual report published today. With Europe is witnessing an 
unprecedentedly high number of migrants and asylum seekers fleeing war, persecution and 
poverty, the commitment of many European countries to human rights-oriented migration 
policies was brought to the test. “Countries need to combat racist violence and implement 
integration policies for migrants, asylum-seekers and refugees”, said Christian Ahlund, 
Chairperson of ECRI. “The principle of fair distribution is a key element for the development 
of effective policies in this delicate area”. 
 
(25/05) Unaccompanied minor refugees: local participation and inclusion. 
Unaccompanied minor refugees’ local participation and inclusion were the focus of a meeting 
at the European Youth Centre held by the Council of Europe’s Youth Department and an 
international network Voices of Young Refugees in Europe (VYRE) on 23-27 May 2016. Some 
40 participants, including unaccompanied minors themselves, young people from the host 
countries and civil society organisations exchanged views on the challenges to social inclusion 
of unaccompanied minors, discussing best practices, and are developing local and 
international initiatives to fight discrimination and encourage the inclusion through active 
participation, to the benefit of their communities and Europe as a whole. The ultimate aim of 
the study session was empowering young people, including unaccompanied minors to be 
active participants integrated in their local communities across Europe (read full article here) 

CIVIL SOCIETY 

(30/05) SOCIAL PLATFORM - Improving our advocacy towards the Council and Member 
States. On 24 May Social Platform held the second policy and advocacy networking lunch 
meeting with their members about effective advocacy towards EU decision-makers. The result 
was a fruitful discussion which helped better understand the way the Council, Member States’ 
Permanent Representations and the rotating Presidency of the Council of the EU work. Social 
NGOs tend to focus more on the European Parliament – a more accessible institution that is 
also open to our suggestions. However, the Council and the Parliament are co-legislators, 
which means that legislation has to be agreed upon by both institutions. In this framework, 
time of intervention and quality of proposals of NGOs play a key role.  
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(25/05) EUROPEAN YOUTH FORUM - European welfare states are failing young people. 
In a report published today, the European Youth Forum highlights that the European social 
model is no longer protecting young people, with young people now at higher risk of social 
exclusion and poverty. It finds that European welfare states are outdated, not addressing the 
new forms of exclusion and insecurity that young people are facing, and urgently need reform. 
Among other factors, the report highlights many young people experience multiple 
discrimination – young people with disabilities, or from ethnic minorities face double and 
triple barriers in achieving their independence. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Council of Europe - The best interests of the child – A dialogue between theory and 
practice 

Council of Europe – Child participation assessment tool 

Constantin Hruschka (Univ of Bielefeld) - Dublin is dead! Long live Dublin! The 4 May 
2016 proposal of the European Commission 
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